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Monthly Meetings & Activities for January 2022 

 

Welcome to 2022! I pray that each of our residents, business owners and community stakeholders had a safe and 
joyous holiday season as we closed out 2021 and ushered in a New Year. This year, I encourage residents to consider  
becoming more active in the community and encouraging your neighbors to do so as well. There are so many 
talented and skilled residents who have so much to offer the community through volunteering. We are seeking 
resident support for: 
Board of Supervisor of Elections 
Ethics Commission 
Recreation Council 
Green Team 
Patriotic Team 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
Neighborhood Watch 
You may find an application online at https://bit.ly/3BqO2XG  

January 5: MMA Executive Committee Meeting |  The Executive Committee met to review normal business 
matters, as well as to assess contingency plans for the upcoming winter conference due to the Omicron variant of 
COVID-19. We decided to postpone the conference from February 3 & 4 to March 31 and April 1 in hopes that the 
number of COVID-19 cases would decline and it becomes possible to safely hold an in-person meeting. 

January 6: Town of Bladensburg Black History Month Meeting| Council Member Brown, Ms. McDowell, Mrs. 
Griffin-Horn, Mr. Charnovich and I met to continue working on the Black History Month Program. More details and 
the event flyer will be shared soon. 

January 6: PGCMA Board Meeting | The Board Members met to review lessons learned from our legislative Meet & 
Greet held in December. This was the first attempt at holding an in-person event during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The event was held at the Equestrian Center in Upper Marlboro, which provided ample space for attendees to 
spread out and social distance during the event. The event was well attended with representation from members of 
the Prince George’s County Council, State Senators and Delegates, along with members of their respective staff.  

The Board also discussed a plan for returning to in-person meetings in the spring, but with limitations and safety 
protocols to protect attendees. During the meeting, we planned the agenda for the upcoming general membership 
meeting, as well as discussed other administrative matters including the need for a part-time administrative 
assistant.  

 



2 

 

 

January 7: Bladensburg Walkable Watershed Presentation| The Town Administrator and I held an introductory 
meeting with Ms. Michelle Kokolis, Program Manager, University of Maryland, Environmental Finance Center. She 
reached out to discuss an opportunity to partner on a walkable watershed project for the Port Towns. This program 
is designed to provide a community-based, green infrastructure planning tool to addressing flooding and resilience 
in the context of revitalization planning. These projects offer connectivity, watershed health and ecological 
stewardship at a community wide scale.  

Walkable Watersheds combine innovative planning with community capacity building resulting in cohesive 
strategies to guide efforts to improve watershed and community health, strengthen local infrastructure, and 
leverage investment. With this in mind, the Port Towns has the opportunity to partner on applying for funds from 
the Fish & Wildlife Service Foundation in an effort to develop a walkable watershed project in our respective 
communities. To follow up and get feedback from the Port Towns leaders, I invited Ms. Kokolis to attend the Port 
Towns Quarterly Meeting on 1/31/22 and give the full presentation to the leaders, so we could collectively make a 
determination about interest and commitment to partnering on a small watershed grant proposal. It’s my hope the 
Town Council will support moving forward formally at our next Work Session. 
 
January 7: Bostwick Internal Planning Meeting| The core planning team, Mr. Sam Parker (former Chairman of the 
Maryland National Capital Park & Planning Commission), Ms. Allie O’Neil (Neighborhood Design Center) and I met to 
prepare for the January work session. The purpose of the presentation was to outline the efforts from the 
stakeholder group over the last year and to layout recommendations for next steps to help the Town of Bladensburg 
continue advancing efforts to preserve and restore the historic home. 

January 8: Virtual Round Table Talk with Mayor James | In 2021, I began holding these sessions to hear from residents
and get input on town efforts. I continued this effort with my first meeting of 2022 to update residents  on initiatives 
the town is engaged in, as well as find out about their concerns. There was positive feedback regarding the resident 
visioning session held on January 6. The following concerns were raised during the meeting:   

 Traffic from Annapolis Road utilizes town streets during morning rush hour and oftentimes the drivers are 
speeding through the community.  

 Concerns with drivers running the stop signs in town. A suggestion was made to consider the automated stop 
sign camera photo enforcement solution for monitoring and deterring drivers from running stop signs. 

 Add more visibility to stop sign crossings through the Town with the flashing lights and bright lines for the 
crosswalks.  

 There’s a rising number of people on ATVs in town. We discussed working together to get these vehicles 
removed from the community, as well as an outlet for their use in the appropriate venue. 

 Ideas to help with community engagement were to enlist resident volunteers to serve as Community 
Engagement Officers (CEO) for their portion of the town to take responsibility for sharing community updates 
and information. Oftentimes, comments are made by residents who are simply not engaged or educated about 
what is going on. 

I’m in the process of following up with Town staff to inquire about potential solutions to address the concerns raised 
during the call.   



3 
 

 

January 11: Prince George's County Elected Officials Call – County Update on COVID 19 | During the call, municipal 
leaders received updates on the latest COVID-19 case numbers, transmission rates and efforts to continue slowing 
the spread of the virus. The primary presenters on the call were George Askew (Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
for Health, Human Services, and Education), Dr. Ernest Carter (Health Officer of the Prince George’s County Health 
Department), and Ronnie Gill (Director, Director Office of Homeland Security and Office of Emergency 
Management). At the time of the meeting, there were 1600 new cases each week, and the county was ranked the 
5th highest county in the state. By comparison, in the fall of 2021, Prince George’s County was showing 70 new 
cases per week. The high numbers also show Omicron is a highly contagious variant, and the situation with Prince 
George’s County Public Schools having to transition to virtual learning in December, was evidence of that. They are 
continuing to monitor the data closely with concerns for hospitals being overrun due to COVID-19 cases. 75% of 
patients hospitalized are unvaccinated or under-vaccinated (without a booster). The County strongly recommends 
residents use KN95 or N95 masks to 
stop the spread. Rapid tests have been 
purchased by the county, and 
municipalities can reach out to request 
a portion of those for their residents. 
During the call, I asked for the point of 
contact and their information so the 
Town of Bladensburg could submit a 
request right away. I shared the 
information with the Town 
Administrator, who followed up with a 
formal request for test kits. Since the 
time of this meeting, the Town has 
received 300 test kits from the County 
to distribute to residents. The County 
devised a formula so the test kits were 
distributed based on population size, 
with the larger municipalities receiving 
more kits.  

January 12: Administer the Oath of Office for Emerson House Tenant Council | I had the opportunity to swear in 
the volunteers who were elected to serve on the tenant council for a one-year term. Congratulations to the 
following officers: 
President Patricia Shirley 
Amy Beckley, Vice President 
Brent Thacker, Secretary 
Myrtle Lane, Assistant Secretary 
Deborah Willis, Treasurer 
Sadie Plowden, Sergeant-at-Arms 
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January 14: Prince George's County municipal leaders meeting with Senator Cardin | The updates centered around   
a Federal update about important issues such as the federal government’s Covid responses, infrastructure funds, the 
Build Back Better Act, and the importance of prioritizing voting rights. He also stated the urgency for the voting 
rights bill, is in part to honor the legacy of Representative John Lewis and his work for civil rights. The Freedom to 
Vote Act Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) is the bill sponsor and below is a brief summary:  

This bill addresses voter registration and voting access, election integrity and security, redistricting, and 
campaign finance. 

Specifically, the bill expands voter registration (e.g., automatic and same-day registration) and voting 
access (e.g., vote-by-mail and early voting). It also limits removing voters from voter rolls. 

Next, the bill establishes Election Day as a federal holiday. 

The bill declares that the right of a U.S. citizen to vote in any election for federal office shall not be 
denied or abridged because that individual has been convicted of a criminal offense unless, at the time 
of the election, such individual is serving a felony sentence. 

The bill establishes certain federal criminal offenses related to voting. In particular, the bill establishes a 
new criminal offense for conduct (or attempted conduct) to corruptly hinder, interfere with, or prevent 
another person from registering to vote or helping someone register to vote. 

Additionally, the bill sets forth provisions related to election security, including by requiring states to 
conduct post-election audits for federal elections. 

The bill outlines criteria for congressional redistricting and generally prohibits mid-decade redistricting. 

The bill addresses campaign finance, including by expanding the prohibition on campaign spending by 
foreign nationals, requiring additional disclosure of campaign-related fundraising and spending, 
requiring additional disclaimers regarding certain political advertising, and establishing an alternative 
campaign funding system for certain federal offices. 

Senator Cardin also noted the federal government is operating under a continuing resolution, since they have not 
yet approved the FY22 budget. As a result, the earmarks for his district are not yet finalized. I will have some great 
news for the Town of Bladensburg, once the federal government’s budget is approved, so stay tuned! 
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January 17: The Town of Bladensburg joins the Friends 
of Quincy Run and Washington Rowing School for the 
Day of Service in Honor of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday | The focus of this year’s event was tending to 
the newly planted trees along Quincy Run and the 
Anacostia River. We met at the Bladensburg Waterfront 
Park and worked from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm, as we 
removed Japanese honey suckle, an invasive species, and 
vines from the trees. We also installed tree protection 
around some of the trees.  

I am so grateful to our wonderful community partners 
without whom, this event wouldn’t have been possible. 
SPECIAL THANKS to the following partners for the 
organization of the event: 
Marion Dombrowski and the Friends of Quincy Run, 
Cindy Cole and the Washington Rowing School,  
Rod Walker and the Bladensburg Waterfront Park Staff,  
Jorge Montero and the Anacostia Watershed Society 

We were fortunate to be joined by a wonderful group of 
volunteers in the First Gentleman of Bladensburg and 
Former Mayor Walter L. James, Jr., Chief Tyrone Collington, 
Mayor Kaycee Muyeneh (Cheverly), Council Members Amy 
Fry, Council Member Maverly Nettles (both from Cheverly), 
community volunteers and students from Elizabeth Seton 
High School. I’m also grateful to our Public Works staff for 
their support with the supplies and necessary resources for 
this event. 
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January 19: Director of Public Works Interview | I joined the department heads and members of the Town Council 
to interview the top candidate for the Public Works position. 

January 21: Town of Bladensburg Meeting with SHA | There have been ongoing meetings with the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) regarding short term solutions to address pedestrian safety and flooding concerns on 48th 
Street and Quincy Street. SHA took feedback from our prior meeting to discuss a potential solution for this area, 
with the understanding the larger project involving the replacing of underground pipes will take a few years. To 
continue the process of creating a temporary solution to the issues, we agreed to have them present their 
recommendations at the February 14th Council Work Session to present to the Council, staff and residents. Following 
the Work Session, they have also agreed to hold a meeting with the community to get input from residents in the 
area who will be affected by the proposed changes.  

January 22: Candlelight Vigil for Devonta 
Woodley | Members of the Bladensburg were 
shocked to hear this wonderful young man, 
affectionately called Biggie, passed away on 
January 4th. He was a Bladensburg High School 
Alumni who loved his community and enjoyed 
spending time at the Bladensburg Community 
Center, particularly during the summer 
supporting the Safe Summers Program. He 
enjoyed dancing and entertaining audiences at 
Bladensburg High School basketball games, as 
well as community events hosted by the Town 
of Bladensburg. Teachers and former administrators from Bladensburg High School (past and present), Community 
Center staff, coaches, residents and his family shared the positive ways he impacted the community as well as 
wonderful memories of Biggie. This young man will never be forgotten.   

I want to give special thanks to Ms. Joanne Martinez and Mr. Richard Bynum ((Bladensburg Community Center), and 
Coach Antonio Williams (Bladensburg High School) for coordinating this special remembrance of Biggie. 

 

January 24: Bostwick House Interview | Mr. Sam Parker (Former Chair of the Maryland National Capital Park & 
Planning Commission) and I were interviewed by Aja Jackson, a member of the social media team of Neighborhood 
Design Center. The interview was aimed at preservation and Black history, so it centered around Bostwick House, a 
wonderful embodiment of the impact of the histories we tell on who does and does not see themselves in a place.  
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January 26: Capital Projects Virtual Site Visit | We have received tremendous support from Senator Malcolm 
Augustine (D-47) with advocating for state funding to support a new Town of Bladensburg Municipal Center! A very 
positive demonstration of this was the meeting organized by Senator Augustine with the Capital Budget Committee, 
where Senator Augustine was scheduled to give a 30-minute presentation to provide the committee with a virtual 
tour of the capital projects in District-47 he is requesting funding for. Just as the meeting was beginning, Senator 
Augustine had to testify in another hearing, so I was asked to step in and give the presentation for the Bladensburg 
Municipal Center. The presentation went very well; 
and, following my remarks, the Town Administrator 
and I successfully fielded questions from Committee 
Chair, Senator Craig Zucker (D-14) and members of the 
committer after I was given the unique opportunity to 
provide a virtual tour of the Municipal Center. 

We shared the concept design during the virtual tour, 
but of course this will require more feedback from 
staff, residents, the Town Council and an architect 
before we finalize the design work. 

January 26: Friends of the Earth Japan presentation | 
Maryland Coalition for Responsible Transit (MCRT) 
organized a meeting with Friends of the Earth Japan, a 
Japanese community group focused on climate change 
and energy, forests and biodiversity, development 
finance and the environment. They reached out to 
MCRT to understand how they’ve been able to advocate 
and gather support to oppose the SCMaglev including 
building political support. MCRT invited me to join them 
for the presentation to share the concerns from the 
perspective of a municipality. We pre-recorded the 
presentation and sent it to Friends of the Earth Japan in advance, so they could translate it for the live event on the 
26th. The program was aired at 6:00 AM ET and after it ended MCRT representatives and I were able to field 
questions with the help of a translator. The meeting was scheduled to end at 8:00 am, but due to the large number 
of questions and interest, we finally adjourned at 9:15am. I think this is the beginning of a strong advocacy 
relationship with this organization that can provide some real-world perspectives regarding the impacts of the 
SCMaglev. One of the most concerning points they raised during the call was the boring has begun in certain parts of 
the country. Given the depths of the boring and the distance from the road surface and home foundations, it has 
caused some roads to collapse, jeopardizing the safety of nearby houses. This has caused the local government to 
buy-out residents and force them to relocate. We look forward to our next opportunity to gather more information 
to help with our advocacy efforts here in the United States, as well as share information to help advance their work. 
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January 27: IHLP Mock Interviews | I was able to participate in 
mock interviews for high school seniors from the IHLP to help 
them gain confidence with being interviewed. It was a great 
experience being able to help the students gain confidence in 
their interview skills. This experience also allowed the 
interviewers the opportunity to share tips and suggestions for 
successfully interviewing in the future. 

January 27: Mayors Association of Prince George's County 
Meeting | This meeting was held one day after we received news 
of the unfortunate passing of Mayor Kevin Ward of the City of 
Hyattsville. As you can imagine, the meeting was quite solemn, 
and we took time to share our thoughts on his passing and gratitude for his contributions. We also discussed the 
importance of having balance in physical and mental health, as we seek to serve our respective communities. 

January 31: Port Towns Quarterly Meeting - 2022 Q1 hosted by Bladensburg | During the meeting, we shared 
updates from each town and discussed the plan to move forward with seeking to reengage the Port Towns CDC. 
Town Administrator McGrory went by Community Forklift to meet Nancy Myer, the last known President of the CDC, 
and expressed the desire of the Port Towns municipal officials to have more collaboration.  

Darlene Wood provided information on dealing with a crisis and informed us of her counseling services. Mayor Gant 
invited Ms. Wood to speak to address the importance of offering mental health services to our staff and residents 
given the recent passing of Mayor Ward. Madeline Long from Meaco Konnect LLC shared resources to help the 
municipalities MEACO Konnect (MK) harnesses technology to provide innovative solutions to clients that facilitate 
Safe Gatherings® during the COVID 19 pandemic and beyond, secure people's personal and collective safety in the 
workplace and the community at large, and create new and deliver existing certificate-eligible training courses and 
programs.  

Ms. Long also shared information around FEMA’s Public Assistance Program, which continues to support COVID-19 
testing, vaccination administration, expanding hospital capacity, and surge staffing. This funding is available to 
states, tribal nations, territories and localities and certain private non-profit organizations.  FEMA will continue to 
provide this important resource to help meet public health and safety needs posed by the pandemic. 

For Testing: 
FEMA will fund testing to detect COVID-19 infections.  This includes both in a medical setting (primary medical care 
facilities, temporary medical care facilities, and community-based testing sites) and testing needed to safely open 
and operate public facilities, including schools and government offices. Funding may be used to support both 
diagnostic and screening protocols. Funding guidelines for medical settings are outlined in FEMA Policy 104-21-0004, 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: Medical Care Costs Eligible for Public Assistance. Guidelines for other facility 
settings are outlined in FEMA Policy 104-21-0003, Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: Safe Opening and Operation 
Work Eligible for Public Assistance (Interim). 
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In general, FEMA will fund diagnostic and screening testing to determine if an active coronavirus infection is present 
and if an individual should take steps to quarantine or isolate from others. 

This funding may include costs for: 
• Laboratory testing materials and test kits including antigen self-tests. 
• Contracting for testing support by a third party. 
• Testing facilities, including temporary facilities or expansion of space used for testing. 
• Staffing to administer tests. 
• Training for individuals to administer tests. 
• Signage and other communication materials. 
• Personal protective equipment and other administrative supplies to conduct testing and technology to 
              register and track testing results. 
• Mobilization and demobilization of testing activities. 
• Facility operating costs (equipment, supplies, security, cleaning/disinfection).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


